Literary Devices

Simile

A comparison using the words “like” or “as.”

Examples: 

· She moved through the crowd as fluid as a fish.

· My love is like a red, red rose. (note that this is also a cliché!)
Metaphor

A comparison that does NOT use the words “like” or “as.”

Examples: 

· Your voice is music to my ears. (note that this is also a cliché!)
· He is the light of my life. (also a cliché!)
Sensory Detail/Imagery

Using details that appeal to one or more of the reader’s senses.

Examples:

· The faucet irritated me; all it did was drip, drip, drip, drip without stopping.

· The air reeked of burnt chicken and Lysol.

Allusion

A brief and indirect reference to a person, place, thing, or idea or historical, cultural, literary, or political significance.  It does not describe in detail the person or thing to which it refers.

Examples: 

· All the girls know that Jason is such a Romeo.

· If I let them ask questions, it’s like opening Pandora’s box!

· She was his Golden One, his everything.

Hyperbole

An exaggeration of ideas for the sake of emphasis.

Examples: 

· Your suitcase weighs a ton!

· I have a million things to do before the weekend.

· She is as heavy as an elephant! 
· My grandma is as old as the hills.
· I'm so hungry that I could eat a horse!
Personification

A figure of speech in which a thing, idea, or animal is given human qualities.

Examples: 

· I suppose my pen just walked off my desk.

· The flowers danced in the gentle breeze.

Repetition

Repeating the same word or phrase to emphasize a main point or idea.  Repetition is generally used throughout a paragraph or passage rather than being contained in a single sentence.

Examples: 

· Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s, “I Have a Dream” speech

Juxtaposition

Placing two characters, images, or things close together to show contrast.

Example: Charles Dickens A Tale of Two Cities begins as follows: 
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way….(1)
Oxymoron

A figure of speech in which two opposite ideas are joined to create an effect.

Examples: 

· She is awfully pretty, isn’t she?

· There was a small crowd last night, nothing major to report.

Paradox

Statement that appears to be self-contradictory or silly but may include a concealed truth. 

Examples: 

· You need to work smart, not harder!

· “I can resist anything but temptation.” –Oscar Wilde

Parallelism

Components of a sentence that are grammatically the same or similar in their construction, sound, meaning, or meter.

Examples: 

· You know what they say, “like father, like son.”

· Mary likes hiking, swimming, and skiing. 

Apostrophe

Addressing and absent or non-existent person.

Examples: 

· Death be not proud.

· What over me, guardian angel.

Synecdoche

A figure of speech in which a part is used to represent the whole or the whole is used to represent a part.

Examples: 

· Nice wheels, kid.

· The United States won five gold medals at the last Olympics.

Metonymy

A figure of speech that takes the place of the name of a thing with the name of something else with which it is closely associated.

Examples: 

· The White House is making some interesting decisions these days.

· Hollywood has lost its morals.

Alliteration 

Repeating the same letter or consonant sound at the beginning of adjacent or closely connected words.

· Sam silently saw seven snakes slithering secretly, surrounding the stump.
· Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.
· Maggie moped around until her mom made her stop. 
Assonance 
the repetition of the sound of a vowel or diphthong in nonrhyming stressed syllables near enough to each other for the echo to be discernable (eg. Penitence, reticence) 

· men sell wedding bells
· The early bird catches the worm
· Try to light the fire 
Extended Metaphor  

refers to a comparison between two unlike things that continues throughout a series of sentences in a paragraph or lines in a poem. It is often comprised of more than one sentence and sometimes consists of a full paragraph.  
· “All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances; And one man in his time plays many parts.” (From Shakespeare’s As You Like It)

· Read Emily Dickinson’s “Hope is a Thing With Feathers” poem-- the whole poem is an extended metaphor comparing hope to a bird

Flashback

a scene in a movie, novel set in a time earlier than the main story; a strong memory of a past event that comes suddenly into a person's mind. 
· Bob Ross suddenly had a vivid memory of his younger days in art school when his teacher mentioned "happy little clouds."

· Aaron was shopping for a new watch, when suddenly he thought of his very first Rolex, the best watch he has ever had, until he broke it in a fit of rage.

Foreshadowing 
a warning or indication of a future event.
· A pre-scene shows something that will recur. For example, in a western movie, the good guy enters a bar, has a drink, and leaves. The bad guy scowls and spits on the floor and you know there is definitely more to come between them...
· Bobby asks her, "You're not planning on getting into trouble, are you?" She replies, "Of course not!"When he turns away, she gives an evil smile.
· As the boy walked out his mom exclaimed, "stay safe during your game!" The boy ignored her and walked out the door. (Next time the mother saw her son, he was in the ER.)
METONYMY 

a figure of speech in which a thing or concept is not called by its name, but rather by the name of something associated with it. 
· "the press"- news crews (printing press)
· "Boots on the ground"- soldiers (the boots they wear)
· "Lend a hand"- a person helping
Verbal Irony 
a person says one thing and means another; the use of words to convey a meaning that is opposite of the literal meaning.
· a mom looks at her son's messy room and says, "Wow you could win an  award for cleanliness."
· Jeff looked at his poor test grade and said, "Hey, I aced this one."
Onomatopoeia 
the formation of a word from a sound associated with what is named. 
· The buzzing bee flew away.
· The whooshing of the waves caught my attention. 
· bang! Pow! Boom! Vroom Vroom!!!
Pun
- the humorous use of a word or phrase so as to emphasize or suggest its different meanings or applications, or the use of words that are alike or nearly alike in sound but different in meaning; a play on words.
· "Originally I was going to get a brain transplant, but I changed my mind," she told me.
· Two guys walked into a bar. They both got concussions.
· I really wanted a camouflage shirt but I couldn't find one. 
Synecdoche
a word that represents a larger whole
Synecdoche is a literary device in which a part of something represents the whole
· The phrase “gray beard” refers to an old man. (the beard being only part of the whole)
· I paid with plastic. (the plastic is part of what makes a credit card). 
· All hands on deck! (this is a call for sailors to help on deck, but “hands” are only a part of the whole.)
· Check out my new wheels! (wheels representing the larger whole of the car)
UNDERSTATEMENT 
a figure of speech in which a writer or speaker deliberately makes a situation seem less important or serious than it is.
· Hitler was not a nice person.
· Einstein was kind of intelligent.

· The tsunami caused a little bit of damage. 
Others can be found:
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KNOW BUT DON’T USE: 
Euphemism

Polite, indirect expressions which replace words and phrases considered harsh and impolite or suggest something unpleasant.

Examples: 

· She passed away late last night.

· He was let go from his job.

Idiom

A phrase or expression used by a given group of people that has meaning different from the literal translation of the words. Idioms may not make sense when taken literally, but they are meaningful to most people who speak a particular language

Examples:

· Wow, look at that storm! It is raining cats and dogs!

· He didn’t mean to tell the secret, but he spilled the beans to Maggie! 

Slang

Slang consists of colorful or exaggerated nonstandard English expressions and phrases that are used by particular groups. 
Examples:

· That party was lit! (That party was extremely fun) 

· Bruh, my bad. (Friend, I’m sorry, that was my mistake.)

Cliché 

A cliché is an overused, worn-out expression; a phrase or opinion that is overused and betrays a lack of original thought.
Examples:

In the nick of time (just in time)

Like a kid in a candy store (very excited, happy)

I hate to burst your bubble (I hate to disappoint you)

Frightened to death (very scared)
At the speed of light (very quickly)
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