Elizabethan Superstition and Fairies

For this mini-project, your group will take time to research and put together a presentation in Google Slides. The entire class will work to build one large Google Slides Document and will present the findings upon completion. I have provided either links or some directions for your group, but please keep in mind that you are not limited to the links provided if you'd like to do further exploration. You have one class period, plus an extra 15 minutes of the next, in order to complete your presentation and be ready to present. You may, therefore, need to complete some of the work from home to be completely ready.

1.Elizabethan Superstitions-- because they were a little crazy. 

http://classroom.synonym.com/elizabethan-era-superstitions-beliefs-spitting-fire-5517.html
http://www.saintives.com/essays/superstitions.pdf
2. What were fairies, what did they do, according to folklore? Give some general background. 

http://www.timelessmyths.com/celtic/faeries.html
http://www.britannica.com/art/fairy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairy –you know I'm not a fan of Wiki, but this information appears solid

3. Elizabethan ideas of fairies and Shakespeare's differences with his fairies.  How did Shakespeare change the concept of fairies? 

http://mdsmrnytdrm.blogspot.com/2009/05/elizabethan-englands-fairies.html
https://whitesides2011.wordpress.com/overview-of-the-elizabethan-fairy/
http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/uploads/files/2013/10/fairies_refashioned.pdf (3rd and 4th paragraphs)

4.Puck in particular-- How is he depicted? Remember his nickname is Robin Goodfellow. What is his role in the play?

Images of Puck in art and from plays (Google search Midsummer Night's Dream Puck) Be able to share some ideas about your chosen images-- in what ways is the depiction in line with any of your research?

http://mural.uv.es/abordel/puck.html
http://www.shakespeare-online.com/essays/fairiesshakespeare.html – search for Puck in this document

http://www.shmoop.com/midsummer-nights-dream/puck.html
5. Midsummer fairies in particular--How do artists depict them? How do directors of plays depict them? How do these depictions line up with Elizabethan ideas of fairies and/or Shakespeare's depictions?

google Midsummer Night's Dream famous artists and search images – choose images appropriate for class Make sure to have images that are from artists, images from plays, images of the fairies in general, and images of specific fairies from the play if you can find them (Titania, Oberon, Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Mustardseed)

You must also take the time to peruse some of the links from #3 to have an idea of how these images coincide with the Elizabethan concept of fairies and/or Shakespeare's revision of this concept and be able to talk about those similarities as we look at some of your images.

6. Miscellaneous – How have people in different areas/times responded to the concept of fairies, and what's up with the tooth fairy?

http://www.ucd.ie/news/2013/01JAN13/280113-Fairies-both-good-and-evil-in-Irish-traditional-music-and-song.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/10/why-so-many-icelanders-still-believe-in-invisible-elves/280783/ – (remember that sometimes the term fairy is used to describe any magical creature)

http://www.salon.com/2014/02/09/dont_tell_the_kids_the_real_history_of_the_tooth_fairy/
http://www.thesmilestones.com/toothfairyhistory.htm
How will I be graded?

1. You have at least four Google Drive PP slides, you use color and images on each slide as 

well as text. Your slides are pleasing to the eyes. (9 points)

2. Your text is organized with no grammatical errors and contains appropriate information for 

your particular topic. (9 points)

3. Your information is accurate, easy to understand, and presented by at least three different 

members of your group. (9 points)

4. Your group has a bibliography at the end of the presentation – only URLs needed for this. URLs are also provided for any images used (provided underneath the image in tiny font is fine) You also have a topic page with group members' names written on it as a first slide before your presentation, and your presentation is in the appropriate order, according to the information above. (8 points)

Total: 35 points 

