Ayn Rand Background Information

· Rand’s real name was Alissa Rosenbaum. She was born on February 2, 1905 in St. Petersburg, Russia and died in New York City in her apartment on March 6, 1982 

· Feb 1917-- experienced the first shots of the Russian Revolution. A year later also experienced the Bolshevik Revolution. Her family went to Crimea to escape the war. 

· After the communists won the revolution, Her father’s pharmacy was taken over by the revolutionaries, leaving her and her family very poor and almost starving to death. She, therefore, despised communism. 

· She came to America and became "free" at the age of 21, just like Equality in Anthem became free at the age of 21. -- She arrives in New York in February of 1926. After about 6 months of living with relatives in Chicago, she moved to Hollywood to be a screenwriter. On her second day in Hollywood, she had a chance meeting with her favorite American director, Cecil B. DeMille, who took her to the set of his epic film, The King of Kings, and gave her a job, first as an extra, then as a script reader. 

· On the set of her first movie extra job, she met Frank O’Connor, an aspiring actor in Hollywood, who became her husband. Although she started off her career in America as a movie extra, she did eventually write screenplays. Her first screenplay sold in 1932. Four years later, in 1936, Rand's first published novel, the semi-autobiographical We the Living, was published. It is set in Soviet Russia and focuses on the struggle between the individual and the state. 

· In 1937, Rand devoted a few weeks to write her novella Anthem, which was soon published in England but was not published in the United States until 1947, ten years later. She sold 3.5 million copies of Anthem.

· Although published in 1943, The Fountainhead made history by becoming a best-seller two years later, through word-of-mouth, and it gained for its author lasting recognition as a champion of individualism.

· 
After the publication of Atlas Shrugged in 1957, Ayn Rand realized that she would have to identify the philosophy that made her heroes possible. She termed this philosophy Objectivism and described it as "a philosophy for living on earth." Rand offered private courses on both fiction and nonfiction writing and, in 1958, helped form an institute to teach her philosophy. 

