Honors English II: Course Syllabus

Instructor: Dr. Gina Bessetti-Reyes     Room # 816     

Telephone: 244-3225 Ext. 1816
E-mail address: greyes@caschools.us

Course description: Honors English II students will study literature, grammar, 

composition, and vocabulary.  

1. Literature: Students will participate in an in depth study of drama, short stories, poetry, and novels through close reading and literary analysis.

Major works we will study this year may include but are not limited to: 

Anthem by Ayn Rand (Summer Reading)

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee* 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare (free on iBooks)* 

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros *

Night by Elie Wiesel* (there is a good possibility that this text will NOT happen this year—please do not buy it ahead of time)
Short Stories and non-fiction works TBA 

Poetry TBA
(*Provided by student)

2. Grammar: To expand upon a foundation in basic grammar and its application to writing, students will study grammar through class lessons and writing assignments. 

3. Composition: Students will improve written communication skills through expository writing, literary analysis, persuasive essays, and personal writing. 

4. Vocabulary: Students will increase vocabulary usage through a study of 300 grade-level appropriate words, focusing on words found on the college bound exams.  

Academic Policies: 

1. Homework: Students should expect regular homework assignments every class. Assignments must be neat in appearance and meet instructor’s requirements. Please Note: Homework not ready to turn in at the beginning of class is late. If homework is not 100% complete when the bell rings, it is late.
2. Daily Work: Points will be given for some class work, class activities, and group activities.

** Students are expected to check Canvas daily (if not more) for assignments, announcements, quizzes, etc.  All assignments will be posted to Canvas: however, technology glitches, wifi disasters, and other issues of the sort do not negate a student’s presence in class to hear homework assignments. Homework is written on the board in the classroom—please take note of any additions/changes when you walk into class and note them on your calendar. Also, Canvas should be checked at least once every day before you leave school, after you have had English class.

Please make sure that announcements are linked to your email and that you receive your email daily. I often send information via announcements in Canvas, and, if information is sent, you are responsible for it. Make sure that your email is accessible and that you are checking it daily. 

3. Quizzes and Tests: Students should expect regular quizzes over assigned readings and previously-discussed material. Tests will always be announced in a timely manner so that students have ample time to prepare. Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  

4. Projects: Individual and group projects are designed to enhance students’ understanding of and/or test students’ knowledge of covered material. Students may complete projects at home or in class over several days or multi-week periods, depending on the size of the project. If you are not present in class to participate in your group work preparation for a project and are not showing participation/communication with your group, please be aware that you will be given an alternative assignment or will be expected to complete the project on your own. If you are absent the day that your group is expected to present a project and the rubric includes participation from every group member, your individual score for the project will be lowered because of your absence. Unfortunately there is no way to make up your lack of participation on a group’s presentation day. You must be present to earn full credit. 
5. Make-up Work:  I give the day of the absence, plus one extra day, to make up missed work. If you miss a Monday, that means you have the Monday and Tuesday to make up the work, making it due on Wednesday at class time before it becomes late. You can turn it in on Thursday for half credit at that point. After Thursday, it is worth zero points. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete missed work outside of class time, unless otherwise instructed by the teacher. Please note that make up work is for the day that you are absent, not for the day that you return. You are responsible for having any reading, etc. completed that is expected the day of your return. For example, if you miss a Monday and it is expected that you have pages 1-25 read for Wednesday, then you should come to class prepared on Wednesday to discuss pages 1-25 or to take a quiz on it, etc. This means that you are responsible for checking Canvas for any assignments. Please Note: If you are present for an announcement of a test date or project date and are absent the day before the test or project, you must still take the test or turn in the project on the scheduled date.  This rule applies papers as well and to any homework assignments that are given to you over two weeks in advance, as will happen in March during our proposal paper unit.

Also, if a student is absent for English class but is present during other classes, he or she must come by to retrieve makeup work AND turn in any homework, make up tests, etc. ON THE SAME DAY.  No exceptions.

6. English Department Policy on Late Work: Homework assignments turned in one day late will result in a grade deduction of 50%.  Homework assignments turned in two or more days late will receive a zero.  Please Note: Homework assignments not turned in at the beginning of class are considered “one day late.” Major essays and projects turned in late will result in a deduction of one letter grade per day.

7. Cheating and Plagiarism: Cheating in any form, including plagiarism, is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is the willful or negligent use of someone else’s thoughts and/or words without attribution.  Whether you lift a sentence, a paragraph, or an entire essay from elsewhere, you have plagiarized when you do not put that material in quotation marks and/or clearly attribute it to the source. Ideas lifted from other sources must be properly cited as well.

8. Grades: 

Semester Grades: Total points determine semester grades. Example: A total of 867 points out of 1,000 points = 86.7%= “B+.” Grades will NOT be rounded up to the next percentage point. The semester exam accounts for 15% of the total semester grade, according to school policy. Although every assignment will not fit into these categories, below are the approximate point values for specific types of assignments: 

Homework/Classwork = approximately 10-50 points per assignment. 

Quizzes/Small Projects = approximately no more than 50 points, but may vary depending on length and difficulty of assignment. 

Tests/Essays/Projects = approximately 50-200 points per assignment. 

Semester Exams: Comprehensive semester exams are required for all English II students first semester.  However, for the SECOND SEMESTER ONLY, sophomores are exempt if the student has:

•       a 93% average (the lowest “A” possible) for the semester prior to the exam (after deductions for all academic penalties);

•       no more than 5 absences from the class (including suspensions and truancies) during the semester.

No exceptions will be made to these minimum standards.

Classroom Policies:   

1. Expected Student Behavior: All students are expected to follow rules outlined in the Christian Academy Family Handbook. Please review them. 

2. Classroom Expectations: 

a. Be kind and respectful to your classmates, your teacher, and yourself. Do not use any behavior or language that interferes with the established academic environment.  

 b. Students must be seated before the bell rings to avoid disruption to class. iPads need to be closed when the bell rings so that we are prepared to begin class with prayer without any hesitation. Class time is precious-- let us use it wisely by making sure that any homework, class work, etc. is organized and ready to go when the bell rings. 

Students who are not seated or are entering class when the bell rings may be counted tardy.  Tardiness does count, and it is watched closely. Please Note: Every third tardy results in a detention. 

c. Students must come to class prepared (with homework completed, appropriate texts, class binder, writing utensils, etc).  Students will be given one locker pass per quarter.  After this, if a student must sign out to retrieve belongings, a tardy will be given.

d. Use the restroom before class. Although I understand that sometimes nature calls during class, please do your best to use the restroom in between classes. If you do need to use the restroom during class, follow a few basic rules: 1. DON'T ASK, just sign out and go, taking the restroom pass with you. 2. Be aware that whatever you miss will not necessarily be repeated, so AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME ask a friend for any missed notes, etc. (if your asking will interrupt someone else's learning or the teacher, then it is not an appropriate time). 3. Do not leave the room during a quiz or test unless you have finished the test and turned it in. Leaving the room beforehand will result in missing whatever questions were not complete when you left. 4. Only one person at a time may leave the room to go to the restroom. And 5. If I see that you're using the restroom in my class on a regular basis, you're going to get questioned so that we can work together to ensure that you don't continue to miss valuable class time. 

e. The teacher’s desk area, computer, and phone are not for student use. 

f. Give me 110% when you're in my class. Use of phones is absolutely not permitted in my classroom. No reason exists for me to see a phone in your hand during class. Please keep it out of sight and turned off. Also, the use of iPads for anything other than teacher-directed activities is unacceptable. The teacher reserves the right to confiscate iPads being used in a way she deems inappropriate. Students are NOT allowed to take pictures or make video/voice recordings (especially of fellow students or the teacher) in class without explicit permission from the teacher (please review the school’s technology policy).

Please Note: I (the teacher) will dictate how assignments should be turned in, electronically or on paper. If an assignment is to be submitted electronically, a paper copy will not suffice and vice versa. Assignments submitted in the wrong format will be given a zero. 

g. Pay attention in class. I am more than happy to answer questions that you have about assignments, procedures, etc. any time that she is available before, during, or after school. With the increased use of technology, it is tempting for students to wait to ask questions via email, Canvas, etc. the night before something is due. There are no guarantees that such questions will be answered before the next school day, so plan accordingly.  Please note: I will not correspond with students via non-school email accounts. 

h. SAVE ALL OF YOUR WORK IN THIS CLASS-- you are required to have a folder in which to house any work that you have completed that is returned to you (for all non-writing work). (You are welcome to keep this in the classroom if it is more convenient for you.) The saving of your work is to protect you as well as me (your teacher) from error and for your benefit when studying for major exams. You will also have a separate folder in which you will place anything related to your written essays, including brainstorming, rough draft work with feedback, research, and final drafts. Writing portfolios will be examined at specific periods throughout the year to help you assess how you are growing in your composition abilities. 

3. Misconduct Penalties: 

a. Daily student log entries are recorded for tardiness, class disruptions, sleeping, disrespect, and not having materials for class. An accumulation of two student log entries within a week will result in a detention.

b. Continuous disruptions to class and multiple log entries will result in parent conference and possible suspension. 

Provided Texts: 

Literature Textbook: Glencoe Literature: The Reader’s Choice, Course 5, 2000.

Composition/ Grammar Textbook: Writer’s Craft: Blue Level, McDougal Littell, 1998. 

Vocabulary textbook: Vocabulary Workshop, Level E, Sadler Oxford, 1996

Materials that Student Must Provide: 

Notebook or notepaper 

binder 
Pencils/Pens (Red ink is used for editing/grading exercises. Please use another color for other exercises)

Two folders-- one to keep in class for your writing portfolio and another to keep all of your other work. 

Copy of To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee


ISBN: 978-0-06-093546-7

Copy of The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros


ISBN: 0-679-73477-5

Copy of Night by Elie Wiesel (hold off on buying this—not sure that we will read this this year) 


ISBN: 978-0-374-50001-6

Websites:

HS Student handbook - at http://caschools.us/english-station-high-school-handbook 

Sadlier Oxford Vocabulary - https://www.sadlierconnect.com/@1782378 

Canvas- http://ca.instructure.com 


Renweb – https://login.renweb.com 

